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Environmental Contamination in 
Central & Eastern Europe

* Unexpected changes in the world
* Lead to opportunities for collaboration and 

interaction
* Budapest 92
* 11 years later

Prague 2003



Initial Conditions

* Environment was a critical issue for C&EE
* Technical issues are key
* There was an existing base of knowledge
* Opportunities to learn from experiences in 

environmental remediation
* Provide assistance to C&EE



Assistance

* Concept - assistance is best provided by:
- Exchange of information

- Formation of partnerships

- Involvement of the next generation



Approach

International Symposia and Exhibitions



Measures of success

* 3000 participants (800 student scholars)
* 1000 oral presentations
* 1000 poster presentations

* Over 50 countries represented
* Many participants have attended all five 

meetings



1992

* Central & Eastern Europeans describing the 
region’s problems & limitations

* Westerners presenting solutions,
technologies and lessons learned



2003

* C&EE presentations
- Problems solved
- Projects in progress
- Technologies deployed worldwide

* Western presentations
- Collaborations with C&EE
- Two-way technology transfer



Examples of partnerships

* Separations technologies from Czech 
Republic to INEEL

* Bioremediation technologies from Poland 
being used at SRS

* Plant stress monitoring technology from 
Hungary being used in Utah



Growth of the Symposium Series
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Data courtesy of Dr. Dimitar T. Tomov, Medical University of Varna, Varna, Bulgaria



Symposium Series (1992-2000)
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